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Speaking As The Oracles Of God (1 Pet. 411)




December 4, 2011
Modesty, Even In Winter
dwh

Spring is the usual time for such sermons; but revealing more of the body is not an affliction that strikes only in warm weather.


9 In like manner, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefastness and sobriety; not with braided hair, and gold or pearls or costly raiment; 10 but (which becometh women professing godliness) through good works. (1 Tim. 2)

The word modesty means decent or orderly.  In other words, it is something that is in line with what God accepts.  It is the heart and character of a Christian to seek to please God before self.

In contrast to the modest heart, Paul describes one who emphasizes outward attractions.  This is well illustrated in Isaiah 3.

16 Moreover Jehovah said, Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, and walk with outstretched necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and making a tinkling with their feet;  17 therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and Jehovah will lay bare their secret parts.

 18 In that day the Lord will take away the beauty of their anklets, and the cauls, and the crescents;   19 the pendants, and the bracelets, and the mufflers;   20 the headtires, and the ankle chains, and the sashes, and the perfume-boxes, and the amulets;  21 the rings, and the nose-jewels;  22 the festival robes, and the mantles, and the shawls, and the satchels;  23 the hand-mirrors, and the fine linen, and the turbans, and the veils..  (Isaiah 3)


The character of these women is described as haughty, which is thinking too highly of themselves, self-centered.  Their necks were held out, their eyes searching and looking with desire.  Their walk was designed to wiggle and draw eyes and lust toward them.  They had bracelets, chains & mufflers for their wrists, their necks, their feet.  They not only had visual effects, but they were perfumed to draw the sense of smell.  They had bells on their feet to draw the ears.  It was hard NOT to notice these women, and that is how they loved it to be.  Can these women be called modest?  While nothing is here said of how much flesh they revealed, do these women demonstrate godliness?  Clearly not.


Also, the next word "shamefastness" means a sense of aversion to things unseemly.  It is that conscience that pulls us back from things which God says are shameful or inappropriate.  Of course our conscience must be taught properly in order to respond properly.  So where should our conscience stand?

Old Testament to New, we consistently see the need to cover from the shoulders to the thighs.  Exposing the thighs (which is from the knee up) and the upper body (from the shoulders down) is immodesty (Gen. 3:8; Ex. 20:28; Ex. 28:42-43; Isaiah 47:2-3; etc.).

Not only that, but clothing that "technically" covers the proper areas can still be inappropriate.  Roman history demonstrates this issue as some lamented the preference for Asian silk when it began to be imported.  They felt it revealed too much of a woman’s form.  Even though silk tends to cling, the Roman women would take it and have it rewoven to be even thinner.  One wrote:  “In her Coan silk you may see her, almost as if naked, so that she may not have a poor leg, an unsightly foot; you may measure her whole form with your eye.” (Roman clothing and fashion, A.T. Croom)


If nonchristians way back in Rome could understand that such was immodest, can we have any excuse for not recognizing it today?  What shall we say of publicly wearing spandex, form fitting jeans, snug blouses?  What of thin, semi transparent shirts?  What about when our shorts or skirt slide up above the knee when sitting, what would shamefastness cause us to do with that article of clothing?  What would a modest heart understand about such a thing?  Which is more important?  Sex appeal or spiritual character?  Looking rich and elite or being godly?

Also, it is a well acknowledged fact that men are affected easily by what they see.  Clothing that is suggestive or distracting will draw their eyes.  It will be a source of temptation & stumbling.  Do we really want to be responsible for leading others into sin (Matt. 18:7)?  Ladies, God made you physically beautiful; but that beauty is for your husband only.
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In a similar fashion, women can desire to have attention that is brought on by such clothing.  Some women enjoy being "looked" at & noticed.  Clothing can certainly do that.  One has described the costly apparel of 1 Timothy 2:9 as being so costly it would provoke jealousy in other women.  A. H. M. Jones writes that it could cost as much as 7000 denarii, which equaled more than nineteen years' wages for an average day laborer (The Roman Economy: Studies in Ancient Economy and Administrative History, ed. P. A. Brunt).  Should we be involved in such extravagance?  Should we have such a desire to provoke others to jealousy?

Thus, immodesty can be seen in ostentatious attire, jewelry.  Even hair styles can be used for this purpose.  The hairstyles of Roman women (picture to the right) were so ornate & involved, they often used false hair, pads, or wigs. The complexity of the styles, the time they took to prepare & the cost would provoke envy in other women.


The bottom line is that God's principles protect our purity & the purity of others around us. Let us be godly examples, building people up in righteousness; and fleeing from things which fight against the pure & holy purposes of God.
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